
 

 

 

Dear Parent or Carer,  
 
I hope you are well and that your daughter has settled well into Sixth Form. Whilst things are still far 
from normal outside of school we are attempting to make sure that students are working hard, 
enjoying their time in the Sixth Form and have access to as many opportunities as possible. 
 
The Upper Sixth are focusing on completing their Personal Statements and UCAS applications, whilst 
the Lower Sixth received a presentation this week about completing the Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
Award which will assist them to prepare for their future university and career applications.  
 
I would like to share with you a number of events and opportunities which I hope you and your 
daughter will find useful: 
 

a) Universities are currently running Virtual Open Days, Tours and Exhibitions. We encourage 

all of Year 12s to attend some of these this year although these still maybe useful for Year 13s 

too! Please see the links below for further information: 

 

• The UCAS website. They are sorted here by date: - 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find/scheme/virtual-and-digital/type/open-day 

Or 

• The UCAS website. Sorted here by where:- 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/open-days-and-

events/virtual-tours 

Or 

• The UCAS website. Sorted by ‘field’:- 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find/scheme/virtual-and-digital/type/exhibition 

 

b) University Virtual Open Fairs 

 

To also help prepare students to apply to University and their ‘next steps’, the following events 

are all run via UK University Search who have organised virtual University Fairs. 

 

a. Wednesday 7 October 2020 - This is appropriate for any Sixth Form Student thinking 

of applying to Oxford/Cambridge or a Medical / Dentistry / Veterinary Course. It runs 

from 12-6pm and if a student is interested could they please speak to Mr Leddington. 

If they cannot attend on the day the sessions are recorded. To register go to: 

https://russellgroup.vfairs.com/ 

 

b. The second session is specifically for all Year 12 students. They will need to bring their 

own IT device for this session and have it checked by the IT department prior to the 

event, as we allow students to be ‘off timetable’ on this occasion to take part in this 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find/scheme/virtual-and-digital/type/open-day
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event. On Wednesday 4 November from 12-6pm there is a virtual and Interactive 

Virtual University Fair run by UK University Search. The event will feature universities, 

colleges and apprenticeship providers from across the UK, as well as allowing students 

to explore their regional and local post-18 options. This new Virtual Fair will feature a 

wide range of exhibiting universities including Russell Group, red brick, modern and 

specialist institutions, as well as colleges and apprenticeship providers. This incredible 

event will enable you to visit exhibition stands and chat to representatives, view 

information and videos, download prospectuses and take part in live webinars in the 

virtual auditorium. It would be useful if students registered in advance of this event 

and to register students need to go to: https://ukunisearch-london.vfairs.com/ 

 

c) Internship & Careers Opportunities 

We will continue to let you know of opportunities that are suitable for all our Sixth Formers 

as they come to us. Mrs Read (Head of Careers and Year 12 tutor) will regularly update the 

bulletin and the Year 12 Assembly Team, as well as talking to individual students with 

opportunities as they present themselves. Please see the link below to an internship 

opportunity that may be of use to some.  

https://investin.org/?mc_cid=b421971b65&mc_eid=8650a44989 

 

d) Students have been reminded in assembly and by their form tutors of the need to use their 

non-contact periods effectively and to re-read their work every day to make sure they 

understand it and ‘take it in’. Furthermore, it is vital that they read around their subject. 

Although they do have some non-contact periods in school to complete work, please also 

encourage them to use the Sixth Form Reading List provided (see Form Tutor if it is needed), 

consider MOOCS and TED Talks. They always have more that they can do. 

 

e) To assist this, we would also recommend considering some of the free online lectures at 

Gresham College in 2020-21 for 16+ career decisions/EPQs/stretch and challenge: 

 

• Running since 1597 Delivered by world-class experts in fields ranging across the arts 

and sciences.  

• Currently held online, there is a searchable back catalogue of 2,500 free digital 

lectures on their website (ordered by school subject at www.gresham.ac.uk/schools). 

• See below for full list of this year’s events. 

 
2020-21 LECTURES: 

ASTRONOMY/PHYSICS 
A series called Cosmic Vision by Astronomy Professor Katherine Blundell, and another by Visiting 
Professor Roberto Trotta, The Unexpected Universe. 
 
BUSINESS / ECONOMICS 
A series on The Psychology of Finance by Business Professor Alex Edmans; a series on 
Intergenerational Justice by Visiting Professor Martin Daunton. 
 

https://ukunisearch-london.vfairs.com/
https://investin.org/?mc_cid=b421971b65&mc_eid=8650a44989
http://www.gresham.ac.uk/schools
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/series/cosmic-vision/
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/series/the-unexpected-universe/
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/series/psychology-of-finance/


 

CLASSICS/PHILOSOPHY 
A three part series on Great Thinkers by Visiting Professor Edith Hall. 
 
ENGLISH 
The Powers of the Novel by Visiting Professor John Mullan, a series on ‘classic’ film, Exploding the Film 
Canon by Visiting Professor Ian Christie. 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
Two short series about the environment, Our Connected World, and How to Build a Just and 
Prosperous Planet, by Professor Jacqueline McGlade. 
 
HISTORY 
A fascinating series on Evil Women in history by Professor Joanna Bourke; a series on England’s 
Reformations by Professor Alec Ryrie; a Black History Month series; a series about Darwin and his 
impact by Visiting Professor Jim Endersby and lots of one-off lectures. 
 
IT 
Great Ideas From Computer Science by Professor Richard Harvey, which includes algorithms, data, 
programs and networks; a lecture on AI and Humour by Visiting Professor Yorick Wilks. 
 
LAW / POLITICS / CITIZENSHIP 
Death, the State and Human Rights by Professor Leslie Thomas QC will discuss police restraint and 
inquests into deaths in custody (Black Lives Matter); The Politics of the Courtroom by Visiting Professor 
Thomas Grant will weigh the balance between politicians and the courts. 
 
MATHEMATICS 
Gresham Professor Sarah Hart will look at Mathematics in Music and Writing, Professor Kevin Buzzard 
will ask Will Computers Outsmart Mathematicians, Dr Kit Yates discusses The Maths of Life and Death. 
 
MEDICINE 
Major Debates in Public Health by the Chief Medical Officer for England Professor Chris Whitty, and 
Performing Medicine by Visiting Professor Roger Kneebone includes a lecture on knife crime. 
 
MUSIC 
Russian Piano Masterpieces by Music Professor Marina Frolova-Walker. 
 
As always, if you have any queries whatsoever, please do not hesitate to contact me 
dleddington@radnor-sevenoaks.org 
 
Kind regards, 
 
David Leddington 
Head of Sixth Form 
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