
 

 
 

12 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent or Carer,  
  
Owing to the on-going impact of the Covid-19 crisis, the exam regulator, Ofqual, has changed the 
way that GCSE English Literature will be assessed in summer 2021.  I would like to update you on 
how this will affect the way English Literature is taught this year at Radnor House.  
 
AQA, (the exam board who set and mark the exams), have reduced the number of literature texts on 
which students need to answer in the exams from five texts to four.  For us, this means that 
the Victorian novel unit (either ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ or ‘A Christmas Carol’) will no longer be part 
of the exam.  
  
The remaining texts are:  
 
English Literature Paper 1  

• Modern text (An Inspector Calls) (30 marks)   
• Poetry of Power and Conflict (30 marks)  

English Literature Paper 2  
• Shakespeare (Macbeth) (34 marks)  
• Unseen Poetry (36 marks)  

  
The decision we have taken to deselect the Victorian novel in favour of retaining ‘An Inspector 
Calls’ and the ‘Poetry of Power and Conflict’ is based on the need for students to answer a 
compulsory unseen poetry response in Paper 1 thereby making the skills of poetry analysis vital for 
exam success.  By preparing thoroughly for the ‘Poetry of Power and Conflict’, students will be 
better placed to attain higher marks in the ‘Unseen Poetry’ section.  
 
Although some students may feel disappointed not to be able to write about the Victorian novel, the 
context studied, (class structures, gothic elements, treatment of women etc.), will still be relevant to 
the analysis of ‘Macbeth’, ‘An Inspector Calls’ and much of the poetry.  Hopefully students will be 
able to apply this learning to deepen their analysis and interpretation in the exam.  
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further questions on GPidgeon@radnor-
sevenoaks.org  
 
With best wishes,  
  
Graham Pidgeon  
Head of English  
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