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Autumn Term 2 Newsletter  
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Happy New Year!  I am sure that you will join with me when I say that I hope that 2021 will see the roll 
out of the Covid vaccine and a gradual return to normality.  As I write, I know that you will be facing 
another time of uncertainty with the Prep School closed to all but the children in Pre School and the 
children of Critical Workers.  I am extremely conscious of the additional pressure that this will place 
on working parents, as well as the disappointment for the children, the majority of whom I know 
would prefer to be in school.  I have been extremely proud, yet again, of the flexibility of our teaching 
staff who have responded to the last-minute changes for schooling from January and who have been 
ready to teach the children online.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch with your child’s class teacher 
if you have any questions, or if your own work means that it is difficult for your child to access their 
online learning with the rest of their class.  We will do everything we can to support you. 
 
As promised, I am writing with my second retrospective half-termly newsletter, looking back over 
some of the activities that the children have taken part in during the second half of the Autumn Term, 
and sharing some of their achievements with you.  I hope that it will continue to give you the 
opportunity to learn about the activities of the wider Prep School which you may not have been aware 
of.  As we live through this period of uncertainty and change, it seems clear that in the classrooms of 
the future, 2020 will be studied as closely as the events of 1215, 1939 and 1066 (feel free to test your 
own knowledge...!).  At Radnor House we have continued our exploration of the past undaunted.  
Black History Month was celebrated across the Prep School in October and lessons we have learnt 
from that month have extended further across curriculum which will be delivered throughout the 
year.  Teachers have been working hard to rethink the perspectives and personalities explored across 
the History curriculum.  John Blanke (Tudor England), Matthew Henson (Exploration of the North Pole) 
and Mary Seacole (The Crimean War) all offer a different perspective on their periods of history. 
 
Year 3 have had great success learning about prehistory, taking part in an archaeological dig in the 
school grounds and delving into the secrets of the first anatomically modern human 'Lucy'.  Year 4 
have taken part in a re-enactment of the battle of Hastings, Normans and Anglo Saxons alike, cutting 
fearsome figures on the grassy slopes.  In Year 6, the children have been exploring the wider impact 
of the Industrial Revolution, not only in the Victorian context, but also the ongoing implications for 
the environment and our lives today.  Did you know that during the first lockdown in 2020, Britain did 
not burn coal for two months, as demand for power decreased, the longest period of time since the 
1880s?  The Year 6 children worked in groups to present their findings on whether life was safe for 
Victorian children and produced some great work after researching Workhouses.  I think that the 
children would have definitely preferred to have been rich in Victorian times, and I know that 6M 
thoroughly enjoyed their Victorian parlour games on the last day of term! 
 
Pumpkin Carving Competition 
Whilst Halloween feels like a very long time ago now, we were delighted to receive so many entries 
to the Friends of Radnor House pumpkin carving competition.  Mr Halliwell and I had a very challenging 
time trying to decide the children who should be awarded prizes, and we were unanimous in our 
agreement that we could have awarded many more prizes were they available.  I have included 
photographs of some of the entries below.   
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1st Place:  Simba the Pumpkin by Rosie O 
2nd Place: Teddy Bear Pumpkins by Harry and Teddy H 
3rd Place: Vomiting Pumpkin by Millie T   
 
Special mentions were also given to Maddy E (Year 2) for growing her own pumpkins and for the sheer 
number of pumpkins that she carved and James (Year 4) and Alex (Year 2) Strother and Toby (Year 4) 
and Ava P (year 7) who grew their own pumpkins and then carved them. 
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Harvest Food Donations 
As we were unable to have an in-school food collection for Harvest this year, I asked families to send 
in photos of them donating items to local food banks to ensure that we continued to support families 
who are in need.  Here are some of the photos of our children taking part. 

 

  
 
Remembrance Service 
Whilst we were unable to meet as a whole school as normal for our Remembrance Service this year, 
there was enough room around the turning circle for us to meet as a Prep School.  This meant that the 
Prep School Senior Prefects and Deputy Senior Prefects took on the responsibility of doing the 
readings for the service as well as laying our Prep School wreaths.  I was extremely proud of all the 
children who demonstrated exceptional levels of Respect during the service.  It is very moving seeing 
the younger members of our community appreciating the importance of the occasion and rising to the 
high expectations that we have of them.  The children even made poppies and crosses in Forest School 
to mark the occasion. 
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Re-enactment of the Battle of Hastings 
As mentioned above, Year 4 spent time in their Humanities lessons this term learning about the lead 
up to the Battle of Hastings.  Part of this included discussing who they thought should take the throne 
after the death of Edward the Confessor, looking at the evidence for and against potential candidates. 
Then in their Outdoor Education lesson they got to re-enact the battle of Hastings, they discussed the 
tactics used by William and Harold and why William won.  
 

 
 
 
Outdoor Adventurous Education Square Lashing 
It was wonderful for the children to be given the opportunity to return to 
our beautiful school grounds last term. They have been learning new skills 
and consolidating their knowledge. Year 6 have all demonstrated safe 
and effective knife skills, Year 5 have shown impressive map skills and 
Year 4 have started the process of constructing an Anglo-Saxon house, 
which they are excited to continue in the Spring Term once they are able 
to return to school physically.  
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Forest School  
The children delighted in making wreaths and Christmas trees just before Christmas, and Year 1 also 
had a celebratory fire and marshmallow toasting session just before the end of term. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Radnor Wild Words  
This Year we have also 
introduced our “Radnor's 
Wild Words” Project. This 
is an opportunity for 
pupils to develop their 
oracy skills and 
confidence, sitting around 
a campfire as humans 
have done since the 
palaeolithic times (ask 
Miss Dale's Year 3s if you 
want to know more about human prehistory).  During their Wild Words sessions, the children can 
share a poem, story, or simply talk about something they are passionate about.  The first performers 
were exceptionally impressive and demonstrated courage and excellence in bucket loads.  It was 
fantastic to watch the pupils engage with each other asking and answering questions. I know that Mr 
Kemp is very much looking forward to continuing this project as soon as he is able to do so.  
 
In fact, the teachers in every subject have used our amazing grounds at every opportunity this term.  
Here is Year 4 performing part of Warlock's Capriol Suite on Djembes! 
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Sharna Jackson – Online Author Visit 
This half term, the Reading for Pleasure group with Mr Woodward in Year 6 have been reading Mic 
Drop: A High-Rise Mystery by Sharna Jackson and have loved the twists and turns it has taken. 
 
The children got to meet Sharna Jackson online on 10 December and ask her questions about herself 
and her books, which they found incredibly exciting and very interesting.  We are so thankful to Sharna 
for taking her time to speak to us and provide the children with such a fantastic opportunity.  Sharna’s 
Twitter handle is @sharnajackson and I’m sure she would appreciate a follow.   
 

 
 
 
 
Themed Days 

As well as our normal curriculum 
lessons, we try to weave some special 
themed days into our term to make our 
topics as exciting as possible.  This is 
something we have continued with even 
though there are a few additional 
challenges for planning them!  Last 
term, Year 1 had a Space themed day 
and Year 3 took part in an India day.  I 
enjoyed the opportunity to go into Year 
3 and tell them a little about the time I 
spent researching in India when I was 
younger and teaching Miss Dale how to 
wear a sari, and I know that Miss 
McNeely and Mr Isom also enjoyed the 
workshops that they provided as part of 
the day.  Our wonderful catering team 
also gave the children an opportunity to 
enjoy some Indian delicacies.  They had 
a super day. 
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During their special space day, Year 1 learned all about being an astronaut and living in space.  They 
compared space travel for Neil Armstrong, Valentina Tereshkova and Tim Peake, completed space 
art using different materials (pastels, paint, newspaper, card and glitter); made 3D space rockets, 
discovering which shapes stack and which shapes roll; and experimented with gravitational art. It 
was super, messy fun and the children used the artwork as part of their Christmas card for their 
families.  They also really enjoyed learning and performing poetry inspired by the work of the poet 
James Carter.  I was treated to an extra special performance of this when the Year 1 children who 
had been awarded Dojo Point  and Core Values certificates joined me for their ’Hot Chocolate with 
the Head’.  I was so impressed by what they could remember! 
 

   
 

Barvember 
This was another big highlight for many of the children.  I was so impressed to see how many of them 
worked on their solutions and submitted them to Miss Parker’s weekly prize draw.  In fact, White Rose 
Maths were so impressed by our participation, that they awarded us a special prize for our 
involvement in the initiative. 
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I know that Miss Parker was particularly impressed by the courage shown by so many of the children 
who were prepared to post their explanations online. 
 

 
 

Times Table Rockstars 
Another area of maths which has been extremely impressive in the past half term, is the incredible 
dedication from the children towards learning and improving their timetables, with many children 
improving their scores by tens of thousands of points and shaving over 13 seconds per question in 
just 1 month!  I look forward to hearing an update from Miss Parker in relation to how the children 
got on in December later this week. 
 

 
 

Diwali 
We marked Diwali as a school through both Prep and Pre Prep assemblies, and 

our Reception children learnt all about the story of Rama and Sita in class, 

performing the story with masks and creating story maps.  Reception children 

also made Diva lamps and Rangoli artwork.   
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Odd Socks Day, 16 November 
On Odd Socks Day, the children and staff across the school were 
given the opportunity to come into school wearing odd socks in 
recognition of the fact that everyone is different and the 
importance of being proud of those differences at the start of 
anti-bullying week.  We had some wonderful, bright and very 
different socks being worn, and they were a helpful reminder to 
all the children about how important it is to be kind to others.  
All of the classes did some work in their form time during Anti Bullying Week to think about bullying 
to ensure that we can all recognise bullying and that we have the courage to speak up should we 
witness anyone acting in an unkind way towards others. 
 
Christmas Celebrations 
Although we were not able to celebrate Christmas in quite the way we would do usually, everyone 
across the school worked really hard to ensure that the children had as many opportunities as 
possible to feel festive.  We put on a remote Carol Service for the children from Year 3 to the Sixth 
Form, and the children in Pre-Prep broadcast an online version of their nativity play.  We thought the 
children represented us brilliantly, showing great courage as they performed for the camera. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our fantastic catering team decorated the dining room 
so that it all looked festive and served the children with 
an extremely delicious Christmas lunch.  Some of the 
children told me that they thought it was the best 
school lunch ever!  The school council worked hard to 
put together a Christmas Quiz for Year 3 and above, Pre 
School had a visit from a very inventive version of 
Father Christmas(!) and Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
had little Christmas parties within their forms. 
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On the final day we all wore our Christmas Jumpers to raise money for Save the Children and our 
school charities, we watched an online pantomime and we even had a Christmas window decorating 
competition between the classes which was judged by School Council.  They decided that 6M were 
the winners in a closely fought contest with Year 2 declared the runners up.  Additionally, the Friends 
of Radnor House put on a Christmas Quiz with Silly Billy hosting, which many of our families joined in 
with on the Saturday before the end of term. 
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Charity Fundraising 
Another area in which the children have excelled over the past half term, has been in their 
considerable efforts to raise money for charity.  We held our Charities Assembly on 27 November 
where the House Captains were able to share with the school the hugely impressive amounts of 
money which they had raised over the 2019-20 academic year for the various school charities.   
 
Newton House raised £5136.14 for West Kent Mind 
Churchill House raised £4737.27 for Bradbourne Riding for the Disabled 
Nightingale House raised £4962.76 for Foal Farm 
Pankhurst House raised £4840.76 for Leonard Cheshire Disability 
 
Additionally, as a school we raised £4167.00 for our national school charity MacMillan Cancer Support 
and £4167.00 for our international school charity Project Le Monde and Radnor House Uganda. 
 
I have also been extremely proud of several individual charity fundraising efforts that our children 
have been involved in lately.  It is super to know that the children are still thinking of others during 
this challenging global pandemic.  For example, instead of doing a Secret Santa in 2020, our Year 1 
children spent the month of December doing "Chores for Change". Between them they raised £350.00 
which was used to buy much needed food and toiletries that were donated to Loaves and Fishes in 
Sevenoaks to help feed families from the area that are less fortunate.  
 

 
Alice (5FL) is a member of Westerham Sea Cadets, and they 
were recently challenged to virtually climb Everest for 
charity.  Alice achieved this feat and raised over £300 for the 
Sea Cadets, and Mollie (5P) grew her hair over the past few 
years and donated it recently to the Little Princess Trust that 
creates and gifts wigs to children suffering hair loss due to 
cancer or other treatment.  All of the children involved in 
these activities should be extremely proud of their hard 
work and exceptional effort for others.   
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We also celebrated a number of successes for the Year 6 children last half term, including many of 
them being awarded scholarships for the Senior School across all disciplines, and a number of them 
passing the Kent Test.     
 
I am conscious that this is only the briefest snapshot of everything that the children participated in 
over the past half term and yet I am already on page 13 of my newsletter!  Hopefully it gives you a 
flavour of everyday school life and perhaps even provides you with a snapshot of some of the activities 
which have taken place that you weren’t aware the children had been involved with. 
 
All in all, I think that the Autumn Term of 2020 clearly demonstrates that with courage and 
perseverance, together with respect for our fellow human beings, it is possible to achieve excellent 
outcomes even when faced with a global pandemic!  I would like to thank all of the Prep children and 
staff for their hard work and I look forward to even more impressive achievements in the Spring Term 
of 2021.  Hopefully we will be welcoming the whole school community back into school in person very 
soon. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
Dr Emma Margrett 
Head of the Prep School 


